
Rainforests and Deserts – Books to explore for Y4!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turtle Moon – Hannah Gold & Levi Pinfold 
11-year-old Silver is wild at heart and loves nothing better than 
climbing trees. Her parents are desperate to have another baby, 
but not even medical intervention has worked for them. Family life 
has lost its colour and happiness – they all need a change of 
scenery and something new to focus on. Then her father is offered 
a four-month job in Costa Rica, painting pictures of turtles for a 
rescue centre. The plan is for the centre to sell his artwork, raising 
funds as well as raising awareness of the turtles’ plight. 
 
As Silver settles into her new life at the animal sanctuary, she 
makes a new friend, and he encourages her to become actively 
involved in safeguarding the turtles. A chance encounter with the 
rarest turtle of all results in Silver feeling the weight of new 
responsibilities, and when disaster strikes on a very stormy night, it 
is up to the two youngest turtle protectors to save many lives. 
 

Running Wild – Michael Morpurgo 
This novel, by the popular children’s author Michael 
Morpurgo, is set in the Indonesian Rainforest. It tells the story 
of Will, who is left fighting for survival in the rainforest with an 
enchanting elephant called Oona. 

The Secret Explorers and the Rainforest Rangers – SJ King 
In this fun, fact-filled children's science book, we follow 
rainforest expert Ollie on an exciting mission to rescue a lost 
baby orangutan in the steamy rainforest of Borneo. 
Accompanied by engineering expert Kiki, they set out in a 
glider to search for the friendly ape. Along the way, they 
encounter greedy plantation owners who are plotting to 
destroy the forest to expand a palm oil plantation! They also 
learn about the threat that endangered animals and plants 
face due to deforestation. Kids will love turning the pages to 
find out if the Secret Explorers manage to succeed in their 
mission! 



 
Let’s save the Amazon – Catherine Barr & Jean Claude 

Discover why we must protect the Amazon from climate 

change. Bursting with all kinds of life, the Amazon is one of 

the most incredible places on Earth. This richly illustrated 

picture book brings to life this extraordinary region for young 

children, exploring its tropical rainforest and scenic 

landscapes. It showcases the lush wildlife, diverse 

communities and life-saving medicines that can all be found 

there and therefore why it is so important that we act to 

protect this special part of the planet from the impact of 

climate change. 

Up in the Canopy – Good Wives and Warriors & James 

Aldred 

Up in the Canopy explores the rainforest layer by layer, as 

we climb the incredible Kapok tree - a 100-metre tropical tree 

in the heart of wildest South America - in search of the 

elusive Harpy eagle which lives almost exclusively at great 

heights. With artwork as rich and dense as the rainforest 

itself, there is much to explore at every level, and readers can 

scour the forest floor, understory and canopy for the world's 

rarest and most beautiful tropical creatures. Finally reaching 

the top, they are rewarded with the most magical sight. 

Our Planet – Matt Whyman & Richard Jones & Sir David 

Attenborough 

The book has a foreword by Sir David Attenborough. What follows 

is a visual ode to Planet Earth told through extraordinary 

photography combined with appealing illustrations that draw in 

younger readers and help them to understand nature’s amazing 

interplay of habitats and ecosystems. Small sections of text further 

explain the images, giving snapshots of animals’ lifestyles as well 

as presenting hard-hitting facts about the dangers they face. We 

learn how orangutans have incredible mapping skills to navigate 

their jungle homes, but also how we lose 100 orangutans a week 

due to human actions like hunting and deforestation. We find out 

how beautiful lantern-fish light their way along with 17-metre long 

oarfish in the high seas, but also how plastic peril and high-seas 

fishing put the incredible marine life there in danger. 


