
Recommended Reads for Y5! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell 

Everyone tells Sophie that she was orphaned in a shipwreck - found floating in 

a cello case on the English Channel on her first birthday. But Sophie is 

convinced her mother also survived. When the Welfare Agency threatens to 

separate her from her guardian and send her to an orphanage, Sophie takes 

matters into her own hands, starting with the only clue she has - the address 

of a cello-maker in Paris. 

  

On the run from the authorities, Sophie finds Matteo and his network of 

rooftoppers - urchins who walk tightropes and live in the sky. In a race across 

the rooftops of Paris, will they be able to find her mother before it's too late?  

  

Hopeful, inspiring and thrilling in equal measure, this is a classic adventure 

story about pursuing your dreams and never ignoring a possible adventure. 

  

 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets - JK Rowling 

 

Harry Potter is a wizard. He is in his second year at Hogwarts School of 

Witchcraft and Wizardry. Little does he know that this year will be just as 

eventful as the last even getting there is an adventure in itself!  

  

The three firm friends, Harry, Ron and Hermione, are soon immersed in the daily 

round of Potions, Herbology, Charms, Defence Against the Dark Arts, and 

Quidditch. But then horrible and mysterious things begin to happen. Harry keeps 

hearing strange voices, sinister and dark messages appear on the wall, and 

something is turning characters to stone. Then, something unthinkable happens 

which forces Harry and Ron to take drastic action!  

  

  

Hopeful, inspiring and thrilling in equal measure, this is a classic adventure 

story about pursuing your dreams and never ignoring a possible. 

  

 

Cosmic -  Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

Liam is too big for his boots. And his football strip. And his school blazer. But 

being super-sized height-wise has its advantages: he's the only eleven-year-old 

to ever ride the G-force-defying Cosmic rollercoaster - or to be offered the 

chance to drive a Porsche.  

  

Long-legged Liam makes a giant leap for boy-kind by competing with a group of 

adults for the chance to go into space. Is Liam the best boy for the job?  

  

Sometimes being big isn't all about being a grown-up.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver 

Thousands of years ago, the land is one dark forest. Its people are hunter -

gatherers. They know every tree and herb and they know how to survive in a 

time of enchantment and powerful magic. Until an ambitious and malevolent 

force conjures a demon: a demon so evil that it can be contained only in the 

body of a ferocious bear that will slay everything it sees, a demon determined 

to destroy the world. 

Only one boy can stop it - 12-year-old Torak, who has seen his father 

murdered by the bear. With his dying breath, Torak's father tells his son of his 

burden. He must lead the bear to the mountain of the World Spirit and beg 

that spirit's help to overcome it. 

  

A terrifying quest in a world of wolves, tree spirits and Hidden People, a  world 

in which trusting a friend means risking your life.  

  

  

 
Vi Spy - Maz Evans 

Divorce is tough for any kid.  

  

But when - like Vi's parents - your mum is ex-secret service and your dad 

is a retired bad guy, 'till death do us part' takes on a whole new meaning. 

And with her parents' focus on each other, the real super-villains are 

having a field day. 

  

To save her family - and the world - from evil domination, Vi must turn spy 

... 

  

  

  

Hopeful, inspiring and thrilling in equal measure, this is a classic adventure 

story about pursuing your dreams and never ignoring a possible. 

  

 

Street Child -  Berlie Doherty 

The unforgettable tale of an orphan in Victorian London, based on the boy 

whose plight inspired Dr Barnardo to found his famous children's homes.  

  

When his mother dies, Jim Jarvis is left all alone in London. He is sent to 

the workhouse but quickly escapes, choosing a hard life on the streets of 

the city over the confines of the workhouse walls.  

  

Struggling to survive, Jim finally finds some friends... only to be snatched 

away and made to work for the remorselessly cruel Grimy Nick, constantly 

guarded by his vicious dog, Snipe. 

  

Will Jim ever manage to be free? 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte’s Webb by E.B White 

A poignant, humorous story of a pig, a spider and a little girl.  

  

Wilbur the pig's life has already been saved by Fern, but when he is sold to 

her uncle, he realises his life is in even more danger. Enter Charlotte A. 

Cavatica, a beautiful large grey spider. 

  

 Charlotte is determined to keep Wilbur from the chopping block, and comes 

up with an ingenious way to do just that. 

  

  

  

 

A Boy Called Hope - Lara Williamson 

I'm Dan Hope and deep inside my head I keep a list of things I want to come 

true. For example, I want my sister, Ninja Grace, to go to university at the North 

Pole and only come back once a year. I want to help Sherlock Holmes solve his 

most daring mystery yet. And if it could be a zombie mystery, all the more 

exciting. I want my dog to stop eating the planets and throwing them up on the 

carpet.  

  

And finally, the biggest dream of all, I want my dad to love me.  

  

  

  

  

Hopeful, inspiring and thrilling in equal measure, this is a classic adventure 

story about pursuing your dreams and never ignoring a possible. 

  

 

My Brother is a Superhero - David Solomans 

Luke is a comic-mad eleven-year old who shares a treehouse with his geeky 

older brother, Zack. Luke' s only mistake is to go for a wee right at the wrong 

time.  

  

While he' s gone, an alien gives his undeserving, never-read-a-comic-in-his-life 

brother superpowers and then tells him to save the universe.  

  

Luke is massively annoyed about this, but when Zack is kidnapped by his arch-

nemesis, Luke and his friends have only five days to find him and save the 

world...   

  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cloud Busting by Malorie Blackman 

 

Despite his Mum's insistence, Sam doesn't want to be friends with Davey, he thinks 

Davey's a first class, grade A, top of the dung heap moron.  

  

But one day Davey saves Sam's life and a bond is formed between them. Sam is 

still embarrassed to be seen with Davey, but little by little he has to admit, when 

it's just the two of them, Davey is a lot of fun. But then something terrible happens 

to Davey... 

  

Told in verse, in first person, this is the touching story of an extraordinary 

friendship, that changes two boys lives for ever. An uplifting tale that truly sings 

out.  

  

  

  

  

 

The Parent Agency - David Baddiel 

“I wish I had better parents!" Barry said, a third time. And then suddenly 

the entire room started to shake… 

  

Barry Bennett hates being called Barry. In fact it's number 2 on the list of 

things he blames his parents for, along with 1) 'being boring' and 3) 

'always being tired'. 

  

But there is a world, not far from this one, where parents don't have 

children. That's far too random for something so big and important. In this 

world, children are allowed to choose their parents. 

  

For Barry Bennett, this world seems like a dream come true. Only things 

turn out to be not quite that simple... 

  

  

  

  

  

Hopeful, inspiring and thrilling in equal measure, this is a classic adventure 

story about pursuing your dreams and never ignoring a possible. 

  

 

The Girl who stole and Elephant - Nizrana Farook 

Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a gorgeous 

elephant on a noisy, fraught, joyous adventure through the jungle where 

revolution is stirring and leeches lurk.  

  

Will stealing the queen's jewels be the beginning or the end of everything 

for the intrepid gang?  

  

  

  

 


